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rnyn x5 — You shall not kill. Mechilta notes that the first com-
/813 mandment of the second tablet corresponds to the first of the
20/ 8- other one, fzith in God. Someone who truly believes in God

as the Creator and &

murder. It is not coincia

___________——-—,—ﬁ”f/ )
13 You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery;

bear false witness against your fellow.

you shali 1ot steal; you shaill not erating loss of faith has been accomnamed by an iricrea ng

e . cheapness of human life.
Many have noted that a prohibition: against murder seems
to be so obvious that it hardly needs to be included in the Ten

14 You shall not covet your fellow's house. You shall not covet your fellow’s wife, his Commandments; murder was prohibited to all mankind,
ey, nor anything that belongs to your ellow. long before the Torah was given, and it is in the code of even
manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey ything (‘ g Yy iS /ethe most primitive societies. These commentators explain
r U . that the Sages regard the Ten Commandments as guide-,
! D/,k;_'lll/" ‘ posts to more elevated behavior than the literal translation of
s the words would indicate. For example, the Sages describe
7,70 YT MT AMNA HAPN 1T 0N ,09WR VPR NINATI NYWY NYRD . many things as tantamount to murder, although their perpe-
. . . trators are not liable to the death penalty. Among them are:
19 DR IR 292 IR RIRD LG o) W0 TR ORI QW M AT 002 TIYY causing someone significant embarrassment, failing to
K> NPATTS NP3 DD DMK HY DR PATY TNX A Y1 N3 mmn provide food and safety for travelers, causing someone to
I Jose his livelihood, ruling on halachic matters for which one
QN My 7’11'17’3 oyn 1 '?DI’J D’WTK , 12N N'? JARIN R XN is not qualified, and refusing to rule when one’s wisdom is
g needed. In this sense, the Ten Commandments are not only
STTIN TAR TP 12 7N 232 99 50K NRYpNN ANt €K 1NEYY RN #yery broad, their breadth depends on the stature and sensi-
WTI2 MM 712731 TNOR DY IR TN TR MTIK MINA DR MY TRYI NI _ tivity of the individual.
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3 ~Lhe next five commandments, written on the second of the
two_ Tablets, are commandments bein adam 1’chaveiro, com-
Immandments that pertain to a person’s obligations toward his
fellow man. Every one of the first five commandments therefore

% ¢ first five of theTen Commandments are principally “bein
adam la’'makom,” cemmandments bearing on man’s obli-
ations toward God, and they include commandments per-
ng to thought speech, and actions:
* ~ommandments regarding thought, such as belief in

Hashem and accepting no other power as a god.
Zommandments regarding speech, such as not swearing

falsely and remembering Shabbos. As the Sages explain,

remembering Shabbos is achieved through speech; for exam-
ple, by saying during the week, “Today is the first day toward
the coming Shabbos...Today is the second day toward the
coming Shabbos,” unljke the other nations who have a dif-
ferent name for each day of the week. Furthermore. pro-.

claiming the holinzss of Shabbos by reciting Kiddush when

Shabbos begins is a Torah commardment -afulfillment of
“remember the Shabbos day...

Commandments regarding action, such as restralmgg one-

self from making a statue and abstaiding from creative activ-

ify_on Shabbos. Honoring parents, tdo, is achieved through

action, such as by serving the parents food and drink and by

attending to their needs. (Honoring parents is considered a

mentions the Name “Hashem Elokim,” whereas in the latter five
commandments the Name of Hashem is not mentioned at all. '
The commandments:in the second Tablet commands us not
to cause damage to our fellow man, neither to his body (“do
not murder”), nor to his property (“do not steal”®), nor to that
which is somewhat of a combination of the two, i.e., his wife
(“do not commit adultery”): She is like his body as the Sages say
“ishto k’gufo — one’s wife is like one’s own body,”® and like
his property in that he “acquires” her through marriage.®® And
by understanding “do not steal” as referring to kidnapping, it
becomes a prohiBition against harming our fellow man'’s freedom
and his dignity. ’
After warning us not to damage our fellow man through
actions, the Torah then commands us not to harm him ‘with
words: “Do nat bear false testimony against your fellow nian.”
In the repetition of the Ten Commandments, the Torah adds a
Awarning against “eid shav,” vain testimony, which includes gos- -

sipmongering ai and talebearing. Although such words are “vain,’
‘L., without substance,” yet they cause damage by wounding
people’s honor and by sowing dissent.

Fmally, the Torah warns us against harming our fellow man via
thought: “Do not covet...”
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“Tna powerful, concise, and definitive way, these five commandments lay . .y - e
the cornerstone of life within society. Bearing the stamp of Divine authority, RN ®Y1 /R ‘053 Mmvn XY 7Y 18I0 ROM PR T N biyn (,-_;7;77 ]
they mark the successive stages of social justice: the inviolability of human ; 7D3 ‘DDA
[ife, marriage, property, man’s spoken word, and his ultimate objective — :

love of others. These five commandments are all worded in the negative form. - sgv-rpanb DX TAT DK 1Y 3 [T sl %3 DRK =Ry
Similarly, our duties as members of society are first and foremost restrictive, nnsa-1a - mx.“_” n’js A —
abstaining from anything which might harm the life of others and their | %957 37 paxy @R DWR IR0 M2 IPX ;
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enjoyment of their goods and possessions. The law is not meant as the P7aNT1 TTID0 wmIl AT ITTIPARY A2 P b5 55191 wol N2t LN
-

maximum requirement. Rather, it represents the ethical minimum for man's® Coma 75 T WDl DB KIp P AK]
” ; WDl aM3? RO
maintained. DY Twen nn XD YUY WA AR 2 13N K71 WD) R

interrelations with his fellowman and a guarantee that peace and order is PITIRTT QW WY AXT XD XN
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ecognition as the basis of individual and social life (xwn xY); ensure X2 TWM XYW M 17amIn ‘ow nnp 0D KY 11N DIX Paw Doravn 9%
he practical fulfillment of this recognition throm ge that is re- ' 272y yvan onwh pv
1ewed each week (m31); and preserve this tecognition through contin- .
ous transmissiqn from generation to géﬁeratidmma}‘ﬁﬁnes*y nbapy Ya% WM TN RIA CTRPYR T ONRIW QWD MY Rnws) K
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The five commandments that now follow proclaim the implications SmDa AR LT RYA Y190 175 71 WR YD1 Xap oronTsl nant
of this recognition and acknowledement for life in society. If God is - i
the sole Master of your fate, and if He is to be the sole Guide of ail /l@/
your actions, then each and every one of your fellow men, too, must // "13’.'17 R ‘7:1 v
likewise be under His care, and any action you take against your '
fellow man will come under His obsetvation. God sustains your fellow '3 33X XW NI AMPNBY MIITT OO B TN TWR7 00Rn mn ¥
man just as He sustains you, makes him_a human being, and endows DIpRY IR P2 TIM WIDMH RYT PYM N T N b R3 o1 PRvR
pim with the same rights with which He endowed you. Al that is xna xme % Tn 979 TR w1 7 9K 5w AmAn AYApY APAnh oI PN
Ris_— his life, his marriage, his freedom, his happiness, his honor. RUT M7 1PAND DR PA3 DWOW M D112 SW nnnmy nmnsn wmr X000
his possessions — has been sanctified unto him by God. Therefore % e —— ;1:1 PERBT 3 ,TPOR /7 UDIRI o1Nd nbap oeya owb

you must not murder him, you must not destroy his marriage, vou
L T —— SR T > 13 DrwI Y ARIPY TR0 19¥R OTUW ORY WD nRe Yonw
nust not deprive him of his freedom, you must not encroach upon 121 A7 N 970 QXA ORI -

1is personal happiness and honor by giving false testimony against 2wy eaw mi B3 71 wR YD D3 mawnn X RN A7apnw QR
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The Ten Commandments; Logical Dictates or Divine JIPRI3 'R — A 37 It daff 3 “"} 3
Commands? B ¢

The Ten ‘Commandments are all logically dictated; that is, they ;r'nn'r Lvawa L/IIKY L“PIRA NRY DUWT DK D99K K93 WKA3,
are precepts that the uncorrupted intellect would arrive at on its X921 2 B3Ne) FYaph N YA YIK D 1IN UKD DKPIT
own even had they not ‘been commanded. Because everyone real- o nx
izes that logically there must be a first cause that brought every- EIDIR A MDY RNAD D130 FAADT MW LK AT MRS K e
thing else into existence, a being whose reality should be acknowl- e S———— e i e
edged and not denied through idolatry, nor abused by swearing x‘:x TMRT 0 KD Mwa 9K Mman O9R ,Mmen e wr oowa
falsely in its name. All the more so is this true regarding the latter - AR MPRs N MpYh Do Dowa KMo anyy oown 1n
. commandments not to kill, steal etc, which are societal impera- SDHA NEOM NG MMSMR MR A JmYor oown awno o
tiyes that the mlnd of man is instinctively inclined to accept. S ——————— A I e

Yet, these very commandments were the ones that the Creator DWW MPEOT PIY 5m3 a1 Amonb My ohwn omw odn
chose to reveal to the entire Jewish People®? at Mount Sinai amid Tyt DMAT FANR MY MY anyy My marmb reodn
thunder and lightning. Why would Hashern make such a “major . T —

¢ cyent” out of the revelation of what appear to be very obvious. TIAn awa KbK n‘;wb 1R KOw Duamyy oMt o oawe Yax 96

@nd basic principles of morality?

m'm< 113,38 awnb ohamn 1R t‘D ;T R2% wn m XD am

W Rather, this was in order to impress upon the Jewish People DwnER B M1 A "'nnnn-—_w_————_r:_———__"y;_’_—x'?, UMYmn K9, ,"mmAn KD, A

- the realization that these are not mere 10Q1cal 1mperat1ves but XD, MM oD TS 109 L MYTo1 Lamb 9oy DIRm ned oo

' rather Divine commandments that we must observe out of fear m
of God. Because if not, if we observe them based merely upon AW MY MDY A% Myast amb Dby DIRD npRa nnbA iy
our own understanding of what is right and wrong. then our 1DWH [N TRAn X 93 maIK ?n‘bw.?r!mam .
mtellectual muscles will ultlmatelg fail when confronted with the 7NN Shawa ohwn Nk KI3 fPapn D Qs X PWn K @

power of desire:

We have seen this occur to many nations, who have aban—

oy My abyvw teon cumbn bbhwi Sawa mmnn kR,
K3 DIRT DR RNQ ,PKA Avnb ang Tnst yaR omw Kab
TNt DR Y I AN Myt mb mrnw vyt % kM
£ 70 01 My, XDw 2mab KSw ha T O mrRm N
MY Ay oIRAw En KOw R¥mY D100 mertpn nawm RN
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doned. these a priori law{gf. morality in favor of theft, in favor
adultery, and # favor of savage murder and massacre.
Avraham Avinu taught this lesson to Avimelech, king of Gera

DY HRIY OY YD 7YY T RN P2 WITPR NN NN MM
RY 1,70 R TAYH P01 TRynn Y3 ,0Nn0nm DwIpnn mon
7908 RN AN NRMAN Y DR RIN 2 WVITPR PR LAY RY MW prR

in his confrontation with him: When asked by Avimelech wt
Avraham misrepresented Sarah as his sister rather than as h
wife, Avraham answered, “Only because . there is a lack of fe:
of God in this place; therefore, (I knew that) they would kill
because of my wife.”?3
“Have_you noticed any murderers or -wife-snatchers amory
our people?” Avimelech asked Avraham. Avraham answerc
.%hat no matter how cultured, educated, moral, or mannered
" berson — or a nation — may be, even a person who engages
acts of charity, kindness, and justice, vet if he does so only out «
duty to his intellect, then we cannot be sure that such person
(or that such nation’s) intellect will always overcome his desire
Because should the time comes when his desire ignites towar

NN RY LRI RY NN RY D000 0117

;nﬁ no NR 1Y MY AIR3I NINN 0,077 'aY DINInn 10mn 7537:17}(

PTRO QRNY NXIY 1P0) 12 WA TWR DIRA DY ,DTRI 100D
MRY TP 199751 1MOAY R RIN G0N NN DT W RIN YT 72T 999
RIS AR AT NT 1200 NT 2P 12 YINVY Avp TTY IR L Innn

P9 R L,DODIWAN DM NR IR 0D 1YY K1 RN I MITPHY

X932 175% %95 Y19 DTR TWRI 73 ,11IN2 2INIY 9932 ROR K120 DIPY

2200 79NN 17 ARY NN D 12 IR 19IW OV LR Ny mm:.
05 HY8 DR TWRI NP RYM TMIYN DIMINA YANN RN OWIRD

NOR INR MV IMBY NINND DL NV VTN DNNN 1Y RXNn RIN Y

=aother man’s wife or toward another man’s property, -the:

~&hen no one is watching, he together with his intellect will jo
ip the hot pursuit of his base urges to commit murder, theft, ar
debauchery.**

‘XOnly one force in the heart of man, said Avraham, can he
a person to withstand temptation, and that is the fear of an a
powerful, all-seeing God. “Only,” said Ajv'raham, “one thing
wissing from your nation. Your people are mannered, they a
good natured, they are charitable and just; but because they lar
fear of God, they would kill me in order to take my wife.”

+And because the observance of even these seemingly logic
commandments depends upon fear of God, God thérefore cho
{0 summon the entire mankind from east to west® and to appe
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If the standards of justice constitute the foundations for society,
endures as the element crowning this structure. Yet the mitzvah of lo

neighbor as oneself is not one of the Ten Commandments. Contrary t
duties which are mentioned in the Ten Commandments, love
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represents the objective, the goal which cannot be subject to a universal R (Lp MR CNIDW L1p) T3 2957 23: R N3 BRSPS . -
" command. This is obtained only through the practice of the virtues of charity 10 Y1 wyn nwY RY 513 XD ,RY IR phxe? 7 y ! 5 o ®
and goodness to others (Leviticus 19:1-18), The path ascends from justice to love, ARLYW awnRm K70 B N2 YHoh 1y oI W mD. |
fro‘m law to freedom. To safeguard. social justice is the responsibility of the Yirp by NI Y 2WNY MR WM R0 "2T 10w Ny oy
]égxslator;.the virtl.le of one_ of others must come from one’s heart. ApAn CTRD TTR VI (20 YY) PI0DR (0,01 17 NWwRI2)
X Due to its combined religious, ethical and legal implications, murder includes ! ; D W, amR Wy
- : = TN N W KWW DOIR TRV PYIWT W D W UMK

anything that directly or indirectly causes the death of an individual The - YW an ' g inl/Ay i o BT fa o}
commandment, you shall not kill, includes mot only using weapons but aso false PYI 7732 0123 720 N mbynY e p [ ,'(73‘1?31
agcusations in court, slander or bad counsel which you know will lead tq ! !

someone’s death, and withholdin
certain death (Ibn Ezra), _ : : 2% 1% 1R prrpbn 0vIr AR WY 0w R (0 MnD°) 7253
N K% — You shall not commit adultery. The Torah generally refrains from 5 130 XDW %397 TOR PID3 JNn 19191 DIDMLIR TV N2 R2PpY
making pronouncements in abstract terms, such as: marriage is a Divine B2 B B R Y I AR A U w = ra ) A
institution and must be kept sacred. Rather, it proclaims a fundamental law with QoI D7 DIOK IO 3PN ki amRa i onten
a general orientation. In this commandment, not only are matrimonia) relations — XA M A0 DX W 1 7 TS o l't';. b -
addressed, but also all sexual morality. Accordingly, the prohibition, you shall NN 970 7D 0T ’D‘7W"‘f‘_’_‘)_ WA RPY 0 TN X

rot commit adultery, condemns all types of debauchery (Niddah 13b), includ- DAY P11 DAY AMNA DA YYD T TN Y PINRY (U KIPM OO0
ing prostitution, and procurement (Shewvuos 47b). In the opinion of Ibn Ezra, R’ g e T S e JIPR 270 T
Bachya, and others, any immoral indulgence in_sensual pleasures is also o

contained in this prohibition. T his view assumes a broader meaning to the word

RN, commit adultery, whereas Rashi narrowly defines this restriction as

: N ' <8
sexual intimacy with a married woman (see Jeremiah 3:9; see the commentary :25 i :
toﬂLeuz’tigus_ZO:ﬂlO). ' :

g information that can save someone from

- eoadi : h of the
. ks expressed above regarding the broad scope of eac
ronly is the kidnapping of human beings included (as indicgted by Rashi), bu co;}r:ariilx?nzrntz apgly here as well. This prohibition implicitly includes flagrant
also the theft of money or other property (see commentary of R’ Bachya) L - land d association or friendship with
R3 - — 4 insults, rymor-mongering, slander, and any
Rambarn commences his treatise on the Taws of theft by stating that whoeve: \;slénderérg(Targum %’onasan, Abarbanel, Sforno). No distinctions between Jew
takes artxol'iher fs monejy traonsgressiia E?rilbmogu(ff c:le ;‘?;Zl;’(g;\egf;e;:):; and gentile are made, as thebterm 711}{7?, aguin;é‘llgourh fel;ow, refers to one’s
money taken from a Jew or a gentile, from an a & mi L ' _féllowman whoever he nay be (similar fo 11:1; achya).
:1). Like the preceding prohibitions, this one extends to anything that might ¢ Frowman o
. Promote its violation, such as befriending thieves (Iargum Yonasan). Thic :

[ @ommandment includes also ny7 naw, stealing the mind, Te. misleading o1
deceiving speech or conduct.
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Israel — three spears were thrust into_ his heart, as it is written, JTTINA 3IN33 TI¥2 AWNYw 1 v ,D"?:'lpp o n>%n oMomis BY man

“And he took three spears in his hand and plunged them into ;%Y DWwnyn K21 2 00T R un Sw T nnw N Mty 1313 03 wn
i~ 30MiT oya Hw TIT 0w ROPTIKT MO XITW nyT-nai bwn?

héart of David his father, the heart of beis din and the heart of

Avshalom’s heart.™ - ki
Genawa;da as is a d’'Oraisa,’ and is included in the mitzvah 272 DS Y 1K 151 N5 ANDa MY MOIRT 1A L7113 MUK ’

1910 ®9 — “You shall not steal”d If no monetary loss i - JMWDHI A¥Y MWYN7 72Vn “M¥IN K" MO 2371 0K 75 235
invclved it is a d' Rabbanan.” - k] b BRIX TMWwn S inw DTMoR MW MY mw? - Syina omT NI5nY

by KT 2w 5w wwsa fYIN RS NITIKG QR RITW 15 W M wr DKW
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Fooling someone is in certain ways worse than stealing their : .

_ belongings, because by fooling him you are placing a false - L}a\ .
perception into his mind, which is the supreme characteristic - ‘ T —

of a human being.}* Hashem punishes more severely for fooling
sgmeone than for stealing his money, for stealing his money is

HRMIY 12 NI DAIINN 213N KXY MR HY 10 M

not as bad as stealing his body (i.e., his heart or mind).15 HAN® K91, DA DY POMY K1 PIaN K P33 AN XY YR 712 Y

» - PR TINY PO 11N TR P2 PMPY ’YT AN 0P YRIVPT NANYI3
@ 11.6 o~ ’ LXNYY S H°D1 RIDD X233 Y2 O1IR LA DY MY
Cheating in business is also a violation of gcnmvasda as,among o T 1 5 Y 0w b @R 333 PR T TP OND -

other sins.
NT-n n02 Sv Y2 'Ib 2323 X701 X017 'WJ 23 77 N RN (R 710 n"2) N-WJJ:I%

“ 0 If you are selling a housc or a car and something is wrong = yy; 19990 v 7322 PP 2200V ATYA 7130 TR DK 1X1 T2 TN 21N IR VLN
with it, and the buyer cannot know unless he is told, you : s
are obliged to tell him. If you do not tell him,.you arein ™
violation of both ona’ah (cheating) and of genaivas da’as.
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Acting with extreme piety in public, but not in private, is
genaivas da’'as,® but is a d’Rabbanan.? However, this is also the

sin of flattery.
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impression. Often, nobody will know :
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Even one word of genaivas da’as is forbidden. Your speech e p19)

should be honest, your spirit correct, and your heart pure from BP11Y 72701 077732 1NN pRINAY TIXY "N YV R RIa AT 9
all vice and deceit.20 ’
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